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of celebrating this historic agreement with the
Tribes at the Warm Springs Reservation. This
historic agreement has been the guiding docu-
ment between the Tribes of the Warm Springs
Reservation and the United States govern-
ment for 150 years. The Wasco, Taih, Wyam,
Tenino, Dock-Spus Bands of the Walla Walla
and The Dalles Ki-Gal-Twal-La and the Dog
River Bands of Wasco have called the Middle
Columbia River home since time immemorial.

As we near the anniversary of this Treaty, |
would like to share with my colleagues some
of the rich history of the Treaty. On June 25th,
1855 near what is now The Dalles, Oregon,
these bands and tribes finalized negotiations
with Superintendent for Indian Affairs of Or-
egon Territory Joel Palmer and agreed to
cede over 10 million acres of land that be-
came most of Central Oregon from the east
side of the Cascade Mountains up to the mid-
dle of the Columbia River and over to the Blue
Mountains.

For the past 150 years, the Tribes of Warm
Springs have had a strong government that
has been successful in preserving their tradi-
tional cultural ways and providing for the well
being of their members, homelands, and fu-
ture generations. Today, The Confederated
Tribes of Warm Springs have over 4,000 en-
rolled members and the Tribes operate almost
all their own programs and services including
their own tribal public safety department which
includes tribal police, courts, and justice, as
well as medical and fire response, utilities, in-
frastructure, social services, housing and edu-
cation among other programs.

In addition, the Tribes lead the way nation-
ally and within Indian Country for managing
their vast reservation lands and resources.
The Tribes co-operate a large hydroelectric
project, manage their large timber resources,
operate their own sawmill, and is pursuing in-
novative endeavors in creating energy from
biomass production of wood products. In addi-
tion, they help manage their Treaty-entrusted
fishing resources.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to represent The
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs in
the United States Congress and have enjoyed
working on many projects important to the
Tribes and the people of eastern Oregon.
Whether it has been working with the Tribes
on legislation authorizing the 408—-megawatt
Pelton Round Butte hydroelectric project near
Madras or partnering with them to help site
their future casino in Cascade Locks, | have
had the pleasure to work with the honorable
people of The Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs.

As Chairman of the House Resources Sub-
committee on Forests and Forest Health, and
co-author of the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act, | have also had the good fortune to work
on issues that will assist the Tribes in man-
aging their own lands. In June of this year |
was pleased to announce that Warm Springs
Forest Products Industries received a
$250,000 grant through the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice’s Woody Biomass Utilization Grant Pro-
gram which was authorized in the Healthy For-
ests legislation. This grant program creates
markets for small-diameter material and low-
value trees removed from hazardous fuel re-
duction activities and helps organizations and
businesses turn hazardous fuel reduction ma-
terial into marketable forest products and en-
ergy resources.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to share with you
and my colleagues the rich history of The
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Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs and

look forward to continuing our productive

working relationship in the years ahead.
———

TRIBUTE TO COMPUTER CORE OF
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today,
| rise to congratulate the Computer Commu-
nity Outreach and Education program, or
Computer CORE, of Alexandria, Virginia, for
celebrating its fifth anniversary. This wonderful
non-profit program promotes the realization of
better job opportunities through basic com-
puter skills training. It is offered to unemployed
and under-employed adults in Northern Vir-
ginia, who may have little or no experience
with computers, but have something much
more important to each of them: an insatiable
desire to learn, achieve, and contribute to our
society.

These students come from a wide array of
families and backgrounds, but all of them
leave with the proficiency necessary to enter
the workforce and contribute to the economic
development of our nation. They leave Com-
puter CORE not only with competence in key-
boarding, word processing, and spreadsheets,
but also with the ability to identify their own
strengths and interests, set goals, develop re-
sumes and cover letters, and pursue their
goals and the American dream. In addition,
they leave with a free refurbished computer of
their own, allowing them to continue to de-
velop their skills at home, as well as teach
their families the valuable skills they have
learned.

None of this would be possible without the
hard work of Debra Roepke, the executive di-
rector and founder of the program, as well as
the staff of instructors who generously volun-
teer their time and energy to help these stu-
dents acquire the skills they need to achieve
the American Dream. Through hard work and
education, the students of the Computer
CORE classes are grasping their future and
entering a new stage of life. After graduation,
these students will find new job opportunities
they never had before. Some will continue at
institutions of higher education. Some will
teach their families they skills they have
learned. But all of them will have truly experi-
enced the American dream.

————————

BRAC REGIONAL FIELD HEARING
IN RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 23, 2005

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, on June 20—
23, 2005, | attended the Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) Regional Field Hearing in
Rapid City, South Dakota in an effort to con-
vince BRAC commissioners to remove Ells-
worth Air Force Base—South Dakota’s second
largest employer—from the Department of De-
fense’s list of military bases recommended for
closure. Therefore, | was unavoidably absent
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from the House of Representatives on these
days and was unable to support important leg-
islation brought before the full House.

| would like the record to show that had |
been present | would have voted in support of
H.R. 2863, the Fiscal Year 2006 Department
of Defense Appropriations Act; H.R. 2475, the
Fiscal 2006 Intelligence Authorization Act; and
H.J. Res. 110, the Flag Desecration Amend-
ment to the United States Constitution.

The Fiscal Year 2006 Defense Appropria-
tions bill funds the activities of the Department
of Defense including the funds needed to ouffit
and train our servicemen and women and im-
portant benefits and services for members of
our military and their families. The bill also in-
cludes funding for three partnership programs
between the Department of Defense and the
South Dakota School of Mines and Tech-
nology. These important programs will help
bring together a unique array of capabilities of-
fered by the South Dakota School of Mines
and Technology to help our Nation’s military
meet the challenge of transformation and
modernization.

| will continue to work with my colleagues in
the House of Representatives to improve our
Nation’s commitment to the men and women
who serve in the military. There is no question
that all Americans owe their freedom to those
brave enough to serve in our Nation’s military.

| also would like to express my support for
the Fiscal Year 2006 Intelligence Authorization
Act. This bill provides funding for 15 U.S. intel-
ligence agencies and intelligence-related ac-
tivities of the U.S. government—including the
CIA and the National Security Agency, as well
as foreign intelligence activities of the Defense
Department, FBI, State Department, Home-
land Security Department, and other agencies.
I will continue working to ensure our Federal
intelligence and security agencies receive the
resources and funding needed to protect the
United States from external and internal
threats.

Finally, | would like to express my support
for the flag desecration amendment to the
United States Constitution. This resolution au-
thorizes Congress to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United States.
Our Nation’s flag is a symbol of freedom and
a source of pride for all of us fortunate enough
to call ourselves Americans. Our Nation has
always encouraged free discussion and rea-
sonable disagreement, but the physical dese-
cration of an American flag goes beyond the
pale. Such actions are insulting to those who
have fought, and died, under the American
flag, and | am proud to support efforts to ban
flag desecration.

In 1989, the Supreme Court held that no
laws could prohibit political protesters from
burning the American flag and declared un-
constitutional the flag desecration laws of 48
states and of the United States. In that case,
Texas v. Johnson, Justice Stevens wrote a
powerful dissenting opinion that has guided
my reasoning on the Amendment for some
time.

Justice Stevens pointed out the importance
of distinguishing between disagreeable ideas
and disagreeable conduct. In a particularly apt
analogy, Justice Stevens noted that if Johnson
had spray painted his message on the Lincoln
Memorial, the government could prohibit his
“expression.” | have always found myself in
agreement with the idea that there should be
a legitimate interest in preserving the quality of
an important national asset.
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